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However, if she possessed such virtues she would not be the other
woman.
In many instances the wife's unconscious motive in seeking out
the other woman is to satisfy her own curiosity. She cannot help be-
lieving that the woman who has stolen her husband must be en-
dowed with the glamour and sex appeal of a movie queen. Often
she is astonished to find her rival is inferior to herself. "Why, she's
nothing!" wives continually report to us. "She's not nearly as good
looking as I am. She doesn't dress well. Her grammar is atrocious.
She is slovenly. What on earth can my husband see in somebody
like her?"
Few wives realize that their husbands in their subconscious de-
termination to punish and wound have chosen an unworthy woman
to admire, almost deliberately ensured their intrigue be discovered,
and thus are saying in effect, "You can see what I think of you if I
prefer this miserable creature to you." It is seldom that a woman
gains in insight from a meeting with her rival. Such encounters are
pair*fill, humiliating, and unrewarding.
Although the wife may refrain from confronting the other
woman, she rarely is able to resist the temptation to upbraid and
denounce her guilty husband from morning until night. Her object
is to make him feel ashamed of himself. But the procedure is not
calculated to win back his affections or make her more attractive to
him. Even if the husband has told her about his infatuation in so
many words, the wife should try not to allude to it in any way.
Ideally, she should behave as though the situation did not exist.
A common mistake is for the injured wife to eject her husband
from the marriage bed and deny him further sexual intercourse.
This automatically throws him into the arms of the other woman.
Still another mistake. The average wife assumes her husband's
infatuation is based solely upon sex. This assumption may result
from the wife's feelings of guilt about her own failings in the sexual
area, but in any case her assumption is usually incorrect. Ordinarily
an infatuation is far less dependent upon a sexual attraction than
upon plain, garden-variety ego* It cannot be emphasized too